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INTERVENTION DOCKET. Hay 1917-F'ebruary 1932. 3 vols. 6 in. 19 

Arranged chronologically by the date of the filing of the petition 
of intervention. 

Record of papers filed and court actions taken on behalf of the 
intervenors in law, equity, and admiralty proceedings. Intervention 
causes are civil proceedings in which a third party is permitted by 
the court to become a party In the suit. The information given 
for each entry includes the case number, the names of the parties1 

the name of the intervenor, the names _of the attornevs. and a brief 
abstract of the papers filed and actions taken~ The volumes contain 
indexes to plaintiffs and defendants. The case papers are described 
in entry 21. 

DOCKETS. 1806-1932. 69vols. 9ft. 20 

Arranged numerically by the case number, 

Record of papers flied •nd actions taken Tn admiralty, law, equity, 
habeas corpus, and criminal proceedings. The Information given 
for each case includes the case number, names of the parties, and a 
brief abstract of the papers filed and actions taken. The names of 
the attorneys are frequently given. For the period of 1917-1932, 
some of the entries contain references to the 11 lnterventlon docketu 
described ln entry 19. The volume -for the period of 1900-1906 contains 
duplicate information. The volume for the periods of 1806-1884 and 
1890·1932 contain lndexes to the plaintiffs and defendants. The 
papers filed In the cases which are docketed In these volumes are 
described In entry 21. The volume for the period of 1806-1814 in 
which cases 1~769 are ~ocketed has been reproduced as National Arc~ives 
microfilm publtcation M-1082, Records of the U. S. District Court 
for the Eastern Olstrlct of Loulsfana, 1Bo6-1814. 

CASE FILES. 1806-1932. 882 ft. 21 

Arranged numerically by the case number, 

Unbound papers filed In admiralty, law, equity, criminal, and habeas 
co,pus proceedings Including petitions, exhibits, depositions, 
Indictments, appraisal re.ports, surm'Onses, libels In admiralty, writs, 
affidavits, orders, testimony, bills of complaint, answers, bills of 
Information. writs of habeas corpus, judgments, and bills in equity. 
For the period of 1806-1820, the subjects of the cases Include 
criminal charges of piracy. mutiny on the hfgh seas, and Importation 

./of slaves Into the United States ln~tlon of federal slave trade 
laws. Contempt proceedings In case~were filed In 1815 against 
Major General Andrew Jackson for lgnorJng a wrT t of habeas corpus 
and (fnprlsonlng the federal judge, Domfnk H.a11, who had ordered 
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th• Issuance of·t~ wrlt durlftt the t~reatened lrltfsh lnvjsron 
af .._ Orleans. Durlnt the period of t86)·186S, many of the cases 
lnvalved the seizures of 1~nds belonging to Confede~ate military 
personnel and ~lvlll&ft authorities, and the selzure1 of cotton 
befng_ttansported f~ the rebel-held areas of louisiana to the 
port~ N!W Orleans which was under the control the Union troops. 
(~set r~atlng ~o the deportation of Illegal Chinese aliens were 
fl1ed In N~ Orteeas court during the pertod of 1915-1926.and some 
~the ceses contain tmmlgratfon and naturilfzatfon f1Tes. Cases 
'L!-769 hava bean reproduced as a National Archives microfilm pub· 

11cat1on "•1082, ~eeords of the U. S. Dlstrfct Court for the Eastern 
Dfstrlct of louisiana, 18o6-1Bi~ 
• 
INDEX TO FINES AHO JUO,MENTS. 1928-1939. 2 vols. ~ ln. 22 -
Arranged alphabetically by the name of the defendant. 

lnde• to defendants against who. a fine was levied In crl•lnal pro­
ceedings or judgments In equity proceedings. The lnfo~tfan given 
for .. dt entry Includes the nasnes ef the defendant and plaintiff, 
case number, the data aad the amount of the jud~t or fine, court 
costs, and occ~slonally, the date of payment of the judgment or ftne. 
The criminal case papers are described In entry 80, and the equity 
ease papers are described In entries 21 and 6]. -

INDEX TO JUDGM£NTS INVOLVING THE UNITED STATES. 116.•11to. 1 vol, !! 
2 ln. 

Arranged somewhat consecutively by the volume and page nunber of 
the jude-nt record book. · · 

Partla1 Index to the judgments rendered In taw and act.lralty pro­
ceedings In which the United States was the plaintiff. The tnform.tfcn 
given for each entry lncludas the use nwnber. the n••• of the 
defendants, the amount and date of the Jud~t, and the volume 
and page nudler of the voiUIIIat described 'In Mtry 2S. Other cases 1n 
which the United States WAS the plaintiff are ••daxed In entry 14. 

I NHX TO JUDCIMINT A£COAD lOOKS. J 86~·19lt0. 1 vo 1. 2 In. 2lt -•• Arranged a_lpha~tfcal1y by the n.- of the dafendan~. 
.. ; ' . 

lnct.x to Ju4.-nta In ,.., and adlllralty procucllngs. The lnfoMMtlon 
glwn for each entry lncluctas the nu. of the dafMdant. the casa n-.r. d."' . •"-~ .-.unt. of the.J~~~-'~-d the volume and page. 
nUIIIber. 

JUDGMan" UCDAD lOOKS. 186)•19],. 10 vola. 2 ft. 25 -
Arranged chronolotfca11y by the date on whl~h the judgment was slgned. 
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public sentiment vas so violently opposed to t!le idea. of Livingston 

possessing the batture as private property. Yet the courts of the 

territo:ey, Claiborne added, bad ruled in favor of Liv;ingston. 

Jef'fersoa, when apprised of the batture situation, reportedly 

1.nstructed the Secretary of State to direct the U. s. Marshal in 

New Orleans to s1lnply eject Liviugston and all. others :from the batture 

property, under autbori ty of the Squatters Act of 1.807. Tb.i s seemed 

to bluntly ignore arry legal rights Livingston might have possessed 

concerning the batture property. The marshal, F.. J. L. Dorgenois, 

executed these directions. A:fter a period of deliberation by 

Livingston, a suit was entered. in the u. S. District Court 1.n New OrleaJl.S, 

based on the actioa of the marshal.. The suit was entitled Livingston 

~F. J. L. Dorgenois, Docket of Sui.ts, (Vol. I), Case No. 375, filed 

July 4, l.BlO. Later, under the date of Ma=ch l(, 1.813, Livingston 

produced a mandate of the Supreme Court of the United States, upholding. 

his side of the argument a.gsinst F. J. L. Dorgenois. 

In the celebrated batture case, a great :public .turor was raised. 

Pamphlets were vritten by both Je~erson and Livingston; these were 

circulated throughout tbe country. Years passed before all aspects 

of the controversy ended. 

The contempt sentence levied upon Andrew Jackson, on March 22, 1Bl5, 

tmquerlionably stirred l:::r.l1'!r public comments than any other case 

handled in the early yel'\rs Jf this tribt.mal.. It is beyond the scope of' 

our talk to relate all ve.rs1ons of tb.is case. In the language or court 

reeords, ve f1Dd salient ~ 1 r•:umstances well summarized in the Minutes, 
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(Vol. IV) of the district court. .Incidentally, we ar~ glad to tell 

you that this volume is in an ~cellent state of :preso:rvation, not-

vi thstand.ing that the pe.per end ink us~d ~·.r~ endured through some 

147 years. ---L The Jackson case is ll8rked N'.lmber '791; :!:t appears in the 

Minutes, (Vol. IT, pp. 13-14, 16-J.B, 20-2lrr On page 13, we 

:find the follOW'ing: 11 It is ruled and ordered that the said Major 

General Andrew Jackson shov cause why • • • an Att.nchment llbould not be 

avarcled against him for contempt of t.:lls cou..-t, in having disrespect-

rul1y wrested froro the clerL aforesaid an original order of the 

honorable the Judge of this Court, for the issuing of' a writ of 

habeas corpus in the case of' a certain Louis .Louaillier then 

imprisoned by the said Major General AJ:uUoer.r Jackson, and :for 

detaining the same; also for disreg!U"ding the said wr1 t o:f habeas 

corpus when issued and served; in having imprisoned the honorable 

the judge of this Court; and for other contempts as stated by the 

witnesses." 

Judge E:all pronounced judgement on Mar~ 31, 1815. It was that 

..... Major General An~:rew .Jecl:son do pay a fine of $1,000 to the 

United states. ·~nu-tes, (Vol. rv. p. 2l)j 

Newspapers in di:ff'e:rent cities printed IMIDY comments about the 

case. state legislatures, in Louisiana and Maine, passed resoluti ons 

f'avori:ng Jackson. :rt is also :reported that the citizens of Nev 

Orleans voluntarily raised $1,000 to reimburse Jackson 'for the 

fine. But Jackson, in turn, stated he 'W'Ould accept no contributions. 

If offered, he said he 'W'O'.A.ld give the money to the poor. 
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In retrospect, we can clettly see that the Jackson case is 

highlighted by ironic twists of destiny. Even the reeoroe, vhich 

we have vi th us th1 s afternoon here in the Queen Ann room, reveal 

some of these curious cirCUJDStances. 

We shoul.d remember that the Jackson case, like the earlier Burr 

Conspiracy, involved a prominent military figure. For example, 

General Wilkinson, like General Jackson, was extremely popular in 

the eyes of the public. And, in botb eases, the awarding of the 

WTit of habeas corpus provoked a tempest of criticism on Judge 

Hall. 

It has been said by one responsible historian that Jackson 

received the sentence handed him by Judge Ball. vi th a cool aplomb. 

That, after leaving the court room, Jackson made a speech to the 

excited crowd in the streets, urging them to abide by the decision 

of the court. And, that Jackson, in this moment, revealed to ~ 

and sundry his greatness . 

A description of events which follCN'ed illlmediately after the 

conviction of' Jackson was written by Bernarl Marigny, a member of 

the Colllilli ttee o:f Defense of' New Orleans. Tb.i s cO!IElli ttee ws named 

by the state legislature, just prior to the Battle of New Orleans. 

Marig:tzy' writes: "At last the General left NE!\1 Orleans to return 

to his home. The volunteers did the same. New 0:-leans therefore 

vas left to its old population; calm replaced agitation. Louailller 

/ ( wbo vas awarded a vr1 t of habeas corpus by Hall thereby causing 

Hall's arrest) continued to enjoy the public esteem. As for 
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Dominique Ball, he alvays was, until his death, the obje.::t of 

general veneration." 

But the curious path - the path of destir;,y in the Jackson case -

did not end here. We have vith '..18 t.~us afternoon another volume 

of' the Minutes of the court. Here (Volume 6, p. 252) is the 

recordi%]8 of a document issu~ by AniL.-ew Jackson, dated April 2t 

1829. The document, as you can see, is a commission isaued by 

President Andrev Jaekson w1. t.h Senate approval. In this document 

Jackson n.ames Samuel Ra.rper as judge for the :federal. court in New 

Orleans - the same court vh~re Je~on l:.imsel.f' w.s sentenced for 

contempt about fourteen years earlier. 

There are two other no~rthy aspects of the Jackson ease. 

First, Edward Livingston, a lawyer vho represented Jackson in the 

contempt case, vas made See:retary of State. This oceun-ed, after 

Jackson was elected President. Following the appointzPent, livingston 

vas designated as the M1ni~-r of t':le Uc.1ted Ststes to France. 

Secondly, in 1.844, same years after h~ bad left the office 

of President of e.e t1J:l1 t~ Stares, J'a c:kson W'!l.s ~imbursed. $1, 000, 

plus 6 percent interest, by the u. S. Co~s~;;. Tl:is was the sum 

Judge Hs.ll fined him f'o=.- cor..t.emp-t of oourt. 

Records of the Era o:f Pi:racy 

Cases relating to pi~ey,in the period 1809 - 1.825, e.re numerous 

among retained records o:f •.J:e court. 

Same of the earlier ca.:~s of piracy se"!lll rel.a.ted to a certain 

extent, to the expul.sion of Fra-nch settlers frotn Santo Domi%]8o and, 
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